Proliferative diabetic retinopathy in patients with defects of platelet function.
A 71-year-old woman had von Willebrand's disease, an inheritable abnormality of platelet activity, and developed diabetic retinal neovascularization. A 59-year-old man had a myeoloproliferative disorder with thrombocythemia but may have had retinal changes before the development of his platelet dysfunction. The occurrence of diabetic proliferative retinopathy in patients with reduced platelet activity suggests that platelet induced microcirculatory abnormalities may not be required for neovascularization.